7 have Four or Five Hundred Men on Board them, for the uſe of the 


ACCOUNT 
- Of the State of 
The French Fleet, 

Their Number of Men of War & Fireſhips, 


And the Fortifications that are making on their Coaſt, 


- 
- 


For fear of an 


Invaſion from England, 


Ina LET TER from a French Merchant at St. Martizs, 
to his Friend at London, July 9. New Stile. 1689. 


Licenſed, Jnly 12: 1 689; 


CE CCC 


SIR, 


U R Fortifications are almoſt finiſhed, all the Platferms in 
the Cittadel, as well as thoſe of the City, are all in a good 
Poſture, with a good Garriſon. 
Yeſterday arrived in this Road a Bark from Bre#?, 
where ſhe hath left our Fleet in that Bay or Road , con- 
ſiſting_of Forty Two great Ships, beſides ſmall Frigats, and Twenty 
Five Fire-ſhips ; and we are fitting tilt etfe-where ; but how they will 
be provided with a fufficient number of Sea-men to man them, I cannat 
tell. | 
Monſieur De Tourville, the Thirteenth paſt, Sailed from 7hoxlon with 
Twenty Two Sail of Capital Ships, and Eight Fire-ſhips, and is every 
day expetted at Bre#?7. 


The Mareſchal D' £frees. 15,at Breſt, oe a <a 89 2 hou the 
t tne 2x8/7/Þ and Det 


Fleet, intending to Sail” the Fifteenth,” to 
Fleets,. in order to Fight them: So that. we.are in Capoten 'o hear 
of a bloody Engagement.” But others fay,\thatMonſicur De $&gvd/y goes 
on Board himſelf to Command, and not Mareſchal D' Eftrees. 

We have no Ships left at Rochefort (all are fitted out thar were there) 


except one Fire-ſhip, which waits for a Wind, and ſome Fly-boats, who 


Fleet. ; 
NE I was 


% 
ha, 


BO 

I was at Roche] Four of Five Days ago, and viewed-all the Fortii- 
cations of that Place, which are very-forward, and in a poſture of Dc- 
fence. They nave deſtroyed many Families there, as well as here, by 
pulling their Houſes down to the Gx6ung; that are near the Walls. 

-We-build a-Fort.at Bloody-Point, Which is alſo in a great forward- 
neſs 3 and we ral of buifflingſa greaf ore. at fieMartrgay, and other 
Fortifications: about the Gates; But, vg ſet ng. likelihood of fear this 


Summer. 


They have cauſed to march within this Five. or Six Days NE" Rochel, | 


towards Saumeure, Five of Six Thouſand Men, and brought in their 
room ſome new rock raiſed. by the Pariſhes, within this Three or 
Four Monetts, who.al to be pikiplined, and, (hplF their Plces in the 
Garrifone: £... 


The Donifieations * Oleroon are fiſhed, afid they have pulled down 


all the Houſes in the Caſtle. 
They' work likewiſe very hard upon the Fortilicaiions at Brovare, 
Rochfort, and the Sheath, which is the entratice 'of the River bf Shers 


rant, 


A Bark is arrived in Brittany firice the Twenty T hird palt , from. 
Treland, which brings Advice, That London Derry 1iv\ds ont [1111 ro 
our great. admiration, that it hath. not been relic! ed or ta kei 111. 7 39 
while: ; 


If once our Flett returns intb our pots, if will be vary An? oO 
put 1t to Sea again : For all things are wanting at Rochefort, and tlie 
Stores as empty asa 7emis-Court.” And it's ſaid it is the lame ai, BresF, 

The Rendevouz of all the French Fleet is deſign'd to be a! Beit Iſle; 


nor ſar fivu the mouth of the Zoire in Drittany. 
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